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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God of the universe, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day.

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all
with great responsibility in this House
for the leadership of our Nation.

May all the Members have the vision
of a world where respect and under-
standing are the marks of civility and
where honor and integrity are the
marks of one’s character.

As Members take time in the coming
week for constituency visits, give them
the ability to hear the voices of all in
their districts so that when they re-
turn, they are focused on the impor-
tant work to be done.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done within these hal-
lowed Halls be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. ALTMIRE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ALTMIRE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches from each side of the aisle.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S POLICIES ARE
FAILING SMALL BUSINESS OWN-
ERS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this week, a Gallup
poll was released which sadly stated
that 85 percent of small business own-
ers surveyed were not looking for new
employees; 66 percent cite the eco-
nomic recession, 48 percent blame ris-
ing health care costs due to the govern-
ment health care takeover bill, and 46
percent are worried about new govern-
ment regulations.

These statistics show that the Presi-
dent’s policies are failing America’s
small business owners. The President
continues to support policies that are
destroying jobs. According to the Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
ness, ObamaCare, alone, will destroy
1.6 million jobs.

Over the past year, House Repub-
licans have passed dozens of pieces of
legislation that promote job creation
and allow small business owners to
gain the confidence to begin hiring
again. I urge my colleagues in the lib-
eral-controlled Senate and the Presi-
dent to support these initiatives and
help put American families back to
work.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

——
NO BUDGET, NO PAY

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Every year around
this time, the President submits a
budget, the House and Senate debate
their own budgets and, well, nothing
happens. Congress has not adopted a
budget in over 1,000 days, and it’s been
15 years since Congress passed all of its
appropriations bills on time. This is
simply unacceptable, and that’s why I
ask my colleagues to join me and the
bipartisan cosponsors of the No Budg-
et, No Pay Act.

This bill is simple. It says that if
Congress can’t complete its work, if
the budget and appropriations bills are
not done on time, then congressional
pay would cease and Members of Con-
gress would not be paid until those
bills are enacted. Members could not
receive their lost salaries retro-
actively. Once pay is withheld, it’s
gone forever.

Somehow, I think if this bill were
law, Members would find a new ur-
gency and finally find a way to get
their work done on time.

——————

INFRINGING UPON RELIGIOUS
RIGHTS

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
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